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Sanctification is Learning to Love
❖

Deuteronomy 6:4–9 — “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.
And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart; and you shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. And you shall
bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And
you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

❖

Matthew 22:36–40 —“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” And he said
to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and
the prophets.”

❖

Colossians 3:13–15 — forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all
these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful.

❖

1 John 4:7–8 — Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born
of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God; for God is love.

If “love is love,” then What is Love?
❖

How do we use the word “love,” in our culture?

❖

In the Greek language of our New Testament, we find three
kinds of natural love: storge (affection), phileo (friendship), and
eros (romantic passion).

❖

None of these loves are ultimate or eternal and self-sustaining.
Without divine love to aid them, we experience these forms of
love as longing, which can never be satisfied. In the words of
C.S. Lewis, “Love, having become a god, becomes a demon.”

❖

Storge, phileo, and eros, without agape, become disordered,
corrupt, and frustrating.

The Four Loves: Storge
❖

Storge is a simple and very natural
affection, the most humble form of love.
We can describe it as the pleasure we feel
in the company of someone we enjoy, and
it is best exemplified in familial
relationships.

❖

However, storge can be disordered and
corrupted.

❖

What do you think disordered storge
might look like in a parental relationship?

The Four Loves: Phileo
Phileo – Brotherly love. Friendship.

❖
❖

❖

“Friendship arises out of mere
companionship when two or more of the
companions discover that they have in
common some insight or interest or even
taste which the others do not share and
which, till that moment, each believed to
be his own unique treasure or burden,”
C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves
How can phileo be corrupted or
disordered?

The Four Loves: Eros
❖

Eros –romantic passion/love
❖ “When the two people who thus discover
that they are on the same secret road are of
different sexes, the friendship which arises
between them will very easily pass – may
pass in the first half hour – into erotic love.
Indeed, unless they are physically repulsive
to each other or unless one or both already
loves elsewhere, it is almost certain to do so
sooner or later,” C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves.

❖

What would eros look like if it were
corrupted and disordered?

The Four Loves: Agape
❖

All of the above loves are corruptible but can be perfected/
properly ordered by grace
❖

Agape – (caritas or charity) – “the theological virtue by
which we love God for God’s own sake, above all else, and
all others in God,” Mattison, 292

❖

1 Corinthians 13:4–8 — Love is patient and kind; love is not
jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass
away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it
will pass away.

❖

Agape is a gift of grace and a matter of the will

❖

Agape gives form to human virtues and capacities and
orders them to their ultimate end in God

The Four Loves Fulfilled
❖

What would the four loves look like properly ordered by grace in agape?
❖

Storge: affection; best exemplified in familial relationships
❖

❖

Phileo: brotherly love, friendship.
❖

❖

the parent who loves a child for the child’s own good and seeks to form
them in the love of God known through the Christian story
Any friendship which seeks the good of the other in light of union with God
as the ultimate goal.

Eros: romantic passion/love
❖

Romantic love in the context of marital covenant, within which a man and a
woman become “one flesh” by giving themselves and their gifts to each
other and receiving the self and gifts of the other into themselves. Children
have always been understood as among these gifts - growing from this love.

Marriage Sustains Love
❖

The covenant of marriage is a “means of grace”
(thus it is called sacramental) through which God
forms a man and a woman in love (agape),
helping them to properly order all of their loves.

❖

“It is not your love that sustains the marriage, but
from now on, the marriage that sustains your
love,” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from
Prison

❖

The purpose of Marriage - according to the Bible
and the long history of Christianity - is for a
married couple “to grow in love, wisdom, and
godliness through a common life patterned on
the sacrificial love of Christ.”

The Biblical Foundation of Marriage
Ephesians 5:25–33: Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her ….
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies….
How did Christ love the church? Why must
husbands love their wives “sacrificially?”

“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.”(a reference to Genesis 2)
This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying that it
refers to Christ and the church; (a reference to
Revelation 19)
….however, let each one of you love his wife as himself,
and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Selections from the Rite of Holy Matrimony
The Introduction:

Where do you find examples of the theology described thus far?

Dearly beloved: We have gathered together in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining together
of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony.
Almighty God established the bond and covenant of marriage in creation as a sign of the mystical union
between Christ and his Church. Our Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence and first
miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and it is commended by Holy Scripture to be held in honor among all
people.
The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind was ordained by God: for the procreation of
children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord; for mutual joy, and for the help and comfort
given one another in prosperity and adversity; to maintain purity, so that husbands and wives, with all the
household of God, might serve as holy and undefiled members of the Body of Christ; and for the upbuilding
of Christ’s kingdom in family, church, and society, to the praise of his holy Name.
Therefore, marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in
accordance with the purposes for which it was ordained by Almighty God.

Selections from the Rite of Holy Matrimony
Where do you find examples of the theology described thus far?
The Vows
The Officiant says to the man
N., will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together out of reverence for Christ in the covenant of Holy
Matrimony? Will you love her, honor her, comfort and keep her, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be
faithful to her as long as you both shall live?
The Man answers
I will.
The Officiant says to the woman
N., will you have this man to be your husband; to live together out of reverence for Christ in the covenant of Holy
Matrimony? Will you honor him, love him, comfort and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be
faithful to him as long as you both shall live?
The Woman answers
I will.
The Officiant then addresses the congregation, saying
Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold this man and this woman in their marriage?
People We will.

Learning to Love and Abiding in God
❖

Love of God and others always go together in scripture.
❖

❖

1 John 4:20-21: Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.

The Covenant of Marriage kept by a man and a woman in fidelity, sustains love and conforms us to
God in Christ.
❖

Love is not simply a command we must obey

❖

God is love, so to love another is to “participants of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).

❖

Love of others is tangible and real. It is a matter of willing and doing. Thus the love of God is
tangible and real, a matter of willing and doing. In all of our relationships, we have the opportunity
to know and abide in the love of God.

❖

The covenant of marriage has always been understood in this context and should be still.

